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U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F S T A T E

T h e U . S . A m b a s s a d o r s F u n d f o r
Cultural  Preservat ion

A N N U A L 07• 08 R E P O R T

A  repo r t  o f  g ran t s  made  in  f i s ca l  yea r  2007  and  imp lemented  in  2008
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I n t r o d u c t i o n� �

S ince its  creation by the U.S.  Congress  in 2001,

the  U.S .  Ambassador s  Fund  fo r  Cu l tu ra l

Preser vat ion has  provided di rec t  grant  sup-

por t  to  more  than 400 projec ts  to  preser ve  cultural  her-

i tage in  more  than 100 countr ies. This  accompl ishment,

now seven years  in  the  making,  represents  a  contr ibut ion of

more  than $11.3  mi l l ion  towards  the  preser vat ion of  cultural

her i tage worldwide.  More  impor tant ly,  i t  shows the  depth of

our  nat ion’s  respec t  for  the  cultural  her i tage of  other  countr ies.

This  repor t  covers  the  projec ts  suppor ted in  f i sca l  year  2007.

In  2007 ,  U.S .  ambassador s  i n  more  than  90  count r i e s

around the  globe appl ied  to  the  fund on behal f  of  thei r  host

countr ies  for  suppor t  in  meet ing press ing cultural  preser vat ion

needs.  Among those  receiv ing grants  in  2007 were  the  Egypt ian

Center  for  Culture  and Ar t  in  Cai ro,  for  the  documentat ion of

t r iba l  mus i c  in  rap id ly  u rban iz ing  a reas  o f  Egypt ;  and  the

Ministr y  of  Culture  of  Turkmenistan,  for  conser vat ion work  at

Gonur-Depe,  an  impor tant  Bronze  Age archaeological  s i te.  In

the  Phi l ippines,  the  U.S .  embassy  in  Mani la  successful ly  sup-

por ted ef for ts  to  preser ve  the  Banaue R ice  Terraces,  endangered

2,000-year-old  r ice  terraces  in  I fugao province  inscr ibed on the

World  Her i tage L ist  in  1995.  

Ref lec t ing on her  v is i t  to  the  Banaue R ice  Terraces,  Kr ist ie

Kenney,  U.S .  Ambassador  to  the  Phi l ippines,  pra ised them as

“mar vels  of  engineer ing construc ted thousands  of  years  ago

that  are  st i l l  used today  to  grow r ice,” adding that  “hiking the

r ice  terraces  was  a  spec tacular  exper ience  and one we hope to  

preser ve  for  generat ions  to  come.” By  suppor t ing the  preser va-

t ion of  these  and other  spec ia l  s i tes,  objec ts,  and t radit ions,  the

Ambassadors  Fund helps  ex tend their  va lue  as  v i ta l,  def in ing

elements  of  communit ies  and nat ions  and ensure  thei r  cont in-

ued use,  apprec iat ion,  and re levance  both  today  and beyond.
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Alamgiri Gate, Lahore Fort,  Pakistan U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Right: Preser vat ion o f  the  r ice  ter races  o f  the  Phi l ippine
Cordi l leras ,  a  World  Heri tage  Si te  Photograph by  Tom Ti l l
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About  the  Cul tural  
Her i tage  Center

T he Cultural  Her i tage Center

suppor ts the  fore ign  a f fa i r s

func t ions  o f  the  Depar tment

that  re late  to  the  preser vat ion  of  cu l tura l

he r i tage. In  add i t ion  to  the  Ambassadors

Fund  for  Cu l tura l  Preser vat ion ,  the  Center

administers  U.S .  responsibi l i t ies  re lat ing to

the  1970  UNESCO  convent ion  to  reduce  

p i l l age  and  i l l i c i t  t ra f f i c k ing  in  cu l tu ra l  

proper ty  and other  spec ia l  programs.  

E stabl ished by  Congress  in  2001 (Publ ic  Law 106-553)  and adminis-

te red  by  the  Cu l tu ra l  He r i t age  Cente r  w i th in  the  Bureau  o f

Educat ional  and Cultural  Af fa i rs  at  the  U.S .  Depar tment  of  State,

the  Ambassadors  Fund for  Cultural  Preser vat ion i s  the  only  program of  i ts  k ind 

in  the  U.S .  gove rnment.  I n  e s tab l i sh ing  the  fund,  Congres s  no ted  that

“Cultural  preservation of fers an opportunity to

show a di f ferent American face to other countries,

one that  is  non-commercial ,  non-pol i t ical ,  and

non-mil i tary.  By taking a leading role in ef for ts to

preserve cultural  heritage,  we show our respect

for other cultures by protecting their  tradit ions.”
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Bell tower, St.  Nicholas Church U.S. Embassy Kiev

O u r M i s s i o n� �

About  the  U.S.  Ambassadors  Fund for  Cultural  Preser vat ion

THE U.S.  AMBASSADORS FUND FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION PROVIDES DIRECT

GRANT SUPPOR T FOR THE PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL SITES ,  CULTURAL OBJECTS AND

COLLECTIONS,  AND FORMS OF TRADITIONAL CULTURAL EXPRESSION SUCH AS

MUSIC AND DANCE IN MORE THAN 130 COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD.  

A b o u t  t h e  C u l t u r a l
H e r i t a g e  C e n t e r

Physical  securi ty  t raining and protec t ion o f  cul tural  heri tage  s i tes  in  Peru U.S.  Embassy  L ima,  Peru
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G r a n t  A l l o c a t i o n s  i n  2 0 0 7

RE G I O N NO.  O F PRO J E C T S FU N D AM O U N T

Afr ica 12 $322,493

The Americas 09 $287,388

East  As ia  &  the  Pacif ic 12 $306,648

Europe & Eurasia 12 $388,554

Middle  East  &  Nor th  Afr ica 07 $249,052

South & Central  As ia  07 $316,193

Total 59 $1,870,328

Response  to  the  Cal l  for  Proposals  • 2007 Cumulative  D istr ibution of  Funds  • 2001–07

RE G I O N NUMBER OF TOTAL AMOUNT

PROPOSALS REQUESTED

Afr ica 40 $1,462,997

The Americas 33 $956,353

East  As ia  & 33 $963,133
the Pac i f ic

Europe & Euras ia 35 $1,196,316

Middle  East  &  13 $702,241
Nor th  Afr ica

South & 23 $806,722
Central  As ia

Total 177 $6,087,762

Types  of  Projec ts  • 2007Regional  D istr ibution of  Projec ts  • 2007

7

Preser vat ion and protec t ion o f  the  18th -centur y  Seranic  House  in  Banja
Luka,  Sarajevo,  be fore ,  during,  and a f ter  res torat ion

     U.S.  Embassy  Sarajevo,  Bosnia  & Herzegovina
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Program
Implementation

On February 12, 2007, the Bureau of
Educat iona l  and  Cu l tu ra l  Af fa i r s  i s sued  a
request  for  proposals  for  cultural  preser va-
t ion projec ts  in  the fol lowing categories—
• Cultural sites
• Cultural objects and collections of 
objects from a site, a museum, 
or similar institution

• Forms of traditional cultural 
expression
The proposals  had to  g ive  an  indicat ion

of  the  impor tance  of  the  s i te,  objec t,  co l lec-
t ion,  or  form of  express ion;  address  the  need
and urgency  of  the  proposed projec t ;  and
descr ibe  the  impac t  of  the  U.S .  contr ibut ion
to  the  pro jec t  and  how that  contr ibut ion
would  advance  U.S .  d ip lomatic  goals.  They
also  had to  inc lude detai led  projec t  budgets
and  in fo rmat ion  on  cos t - shar ing  par tners
( including in-kind contr ibut ions)  f rom for-
e ign governments,  internat ional  organiza-
t ions,  and the  pr ivate  sec tor.

The  Bureau  announced  the  cu l tu ra l
preser vat ion grants  on  July  31,  2007.

The  131  countr ies  e l ig ib le  fo r  suppor t  in  2007:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria,
Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso,
Burma, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, China, Colombia, Comoros,
Congo (Dem. Rep. of the), Congo (Republic of ), Cote d'Ivoire, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Macedonia, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Moldova, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco,
Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Russian Federation,
Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa ( Western), Sao Tome and
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Sri
Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syria, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Timor-Leste,
Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda,
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Vietnam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

The Cultural  Her i tage Center  used the  United Nat ions  Human Development  Index  
for  the  year  2006 as  a  guide  for  determining e l ig ible  countr ies.

S ince  2001,  the  fund has  suppor ted 436 projec ts  wor ldwide total ing  $11.3  mi l l ion.

2007 by the Numbers
Largest  grant  awarded:  $64,553,  for  the  preser vat ion of  the  18th- centur y

estate  of  La lgola  in  India .  Average grant  amount:  $31,700.
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2 0 0 7 i n R e v i e w� �

IN 2007,  U.S.  AMBASSADORS IN 94 ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES SUBMITTED 177 PROJECT

PROPOSALS TOTALING MORE THAN $6 MILLION.  FOLLOWING A THOROUGH VETTING PROCESS ,

THE AMBASSADORS FUND FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION AWARDED 59 GRANTS TOTALING

$1.87 MILLION FOR PROJECTS IN 54 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE.

Program Implementat ion

Preser vat ion o f  the  18th -centur y  es tate  o f  Lalgo la  U.S.  Embassy  New Delhi ,  India
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Cultural  Objects  &  Col lect ions

O ften called moveable cultural heritage, cultural
objects and collections are tangible reminders
of past human ingenuity and creativity. They  are

r ich  sources  of  information for  scholars,  as  wel l  as  unique sources  of
inspirat ion for  ar t i s ts  and ar t isans  working around the  wor ld  today.

The Cultural  Objec ts  &  Col lec t ions  categor y  covers  a  wide  range
of  objec ts,  f rom manuscr ipts  and paint ings  to  tex t i les  and ceramics.
Projects in this category usually involve conservation treatment, inven-
tory of  a  col lec tion for  conservation purposes,  the outf itt ing of  safe
environments for collection storage or display,  or  technical  training in
the preservation and protection of  cultural  objects  and col lec tions.  

The  Ambassadors  Fund for  Cultural  Preser vat ion suppor ted 20
projec ts  in  th is  categor y  in  2007.  These  projec ts  inc luded the  inven-
tor y  of  photographs,  ar t,  and tex t i les  re lat ing to  the  h istor y  of
women at  the  Henr iette  Bathi ly  Women’s  Museum on Gorée  Is land,
Senegal,  and the  preser vat ion of  f ragments  of  7th-and 8th- centur y
frescoes  sa lvaged f rom the  Ter tr i  Udabno monaster y  complex  in  
Gareja ,  Georgia .  The  Ambassadors  Fund a lso  suppor ted the  conser-
vat ion of  15  f ragi le  manuscr ipts  in  the  col lec t ion  of  the  Nat ional
Manuscr ipts  Inst i tute  in  Ashgabat,  Turkmenistan.

The 15  manuscr ipts  at  the  Inst i tute  span a  per iod  of  near ly  300
years  f rom the  17th  through the  19th  centur y.  Written in  Arabic,
Turkmen, and Persian,  they touch upon many vital  aspects of  Turkmen
culture,  such as  l i terature,  histor y,  and rel igion.  The projec t  involves
the  careful  conser vat ion  of  the  manuscr ipt  pages  and b indings
according to  internat ional  s tandards,  as  wel l  as  t ra in ing and publ ic
lec tures  on medieval  book b inding and other  re lated topics  for  
people  of  a l l  ages.

The manuscr ipt  conser vat ion projec t  i s  par t  of  a  much larger
ef for t  at  the  Inst i tute  to  assemble  and preser ve  a  master  col lec t ion
of  works  re lat ing to  Turkmenistan.  This  mult i -year  ef for t  wi l l  enable
the  people  of  Turkmenistan to  rediscover  thei r  cultural  her i tage
after  a  per iod  of  more  than 100 years,  when research  into  pre -
Tsar ist  and pre -Soviet  cultural  her i tage was  d iscouraged.

Cultural  S i tes

C ultural  s i tes  p lay  an  impor tant  ro le  in  the  l ives
of  communit ies.  Whereas  some stand out  as  beacons
in  the  landscape,  others  provide  the  backdrop for  a l l

k inds  of  human ac t iv i t ies.  St i l l  others  remind people  of  past  events
or  the  achievements  of  vanished c iv i l i zat ions.  Whether  in  ac t ive  use
or  preser ved as  ru ins,  cul tural  s i tes  help  cult ivate  a  col lec t ive  iden-
t i ty  and a  unique sense  of  p lace.

The Cultural  S i tes  categor y  inc ludes  h istor ic  bui ld ings,  archae-
ological  s i tes,  sacred places,  and other  cultural ly  s igni f icant  s i tes.
Projec ts  in  th is  categor y  may inc lude the  restorat ion of  an  h istor ic
shr ine,  the  emergency  stabi l izat ion of  foundat ions,  wal ls,  or  cover-
ings  of  anc ient  for tresses,  or  the  documentat ion of  a  group of
endangered s i tes  in  a  region for  preser vat ion purposes.  

The  Ambassadors  Fund for  Cultural  Preser vat ion suppor ted 33
projec ts  at  cultural  s i tes  in  2007.  Among them is  the  restorat ion of
the  18th- centur y  Mar ia  Magdalena Church,  the  o ldest  sur v iv ing
church in  the  Nicaraguan province  of  Madr iz ,  and ass istance  with  

s i te  management  at  the  2nd centur y  B.C .  c i ty  of  Busra,  the  former
nor thern capital  of  the Nabataean Empire,  in  Syr ia.  The Ambassadors
Fund a lso  suppor ted some much needed conser vat ion work  at  the
Kaole  Ruins  near  Bagamoyo in  Tanzania.  

Excavated in  1958,  the  Kaole  Ruins  archaeological  s i te  inc ludes
the  remains  of  two mosques  and several  tombs made f rom coral.
One of  the  mosques—said  to  be  the  ear l iest  in  East  Afr ica—rests
on a  base  st ruc ture  predat ing the  arr ival  of  I s lam to  the  region.  This
coastal  sett lement  prospered under  the  inf luence  of  Pers ian  t raders
dur ing the  13th  centur y,  and the  sur v iv ing ru ins  show the  inf luence
of  both  Pers ian  and Swahi l i  des ign.  

To  th is  day  a  s i te  of  sp i r i tual  s igni f icance,  the  Kaole  Ruins  are
highly  suscept ible  to  deter iorat ion f rom exposure  to  the  e lements,
encroachment,  and neglec t.  This  projec t  involves  impor tant  conser-
vat ion work  on the  mosques  to  ensure  thei r  preser vat ion.

A curator  s tands  near  the  s i te  o f  the  o ld  mosque at  Kaole  Ruins ,  near  Bagamoyo Town,  Tanzania U.S.  Embassy  Dar  es  Salaam,  Tanzania

Conservat ion o f  17th - ,  18th - ,  and 19th -centur y  manuscript s  in  the  National  Manuscript s  Ins t i tute  U.S.  Embassy  Ashgabat,  Turkmenistan

Histor ic  Bui ld ings  & S i tes 58% Archaeological  S i tes 42%

Archaeological Collections 10%
Photographic & Film Collections 5%

Paintings & Sculptures 15%

General  Museum Conser vat ion 35%

Ethnographic Objects 5%

Manuscr ipts 30%
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F orms of  t radit ional  cultural  express ion depend 
on one generat ion passing on these tradit ions  to
another. When communit ies  change,  t radit ions  of ten

become unmoored f rom dai ly  l i fe,  and the  music,  dances,  s tor y-
te l l ing,  poetr y,  r i tuals,  and languages  that  had kept  those  commu-
nit ies  together  for  so  long tend to  lose  thei r  d ist inc t iveness  or  a l to-
gether  d isappear.  Tradit ional  knowledge of  c raf t  produc t ion and
bui ld ing i s  equal ly  f ragi le,  sometimes  lost  with  the  last  few elder ly
members  of  a  community.  Documenting these  forms of  express ion
makes  i t  poss ib le  for  communit ies  to  cont inue to  learn,  remember,
and re -engage in  those  ac t iv i t ies.  

In  2007,  the  Ambassadors  Fund for  Cultural  Preser vat ion sup-
por ted s ix  projec ts  in  the  Forms of  Tradit ional  Cultural  Express ion
categor y.  Among them is  a  projec t  to  document  t radit ional  musical
per formances  of  t r ibal  communit ies  in  areas  of  Egypt  that  are  under-
going rapid  industr ia l  and commerc ia l  development.  Mi les  away in
Belarus,  urbanizat ion threatens  to  d isrupt  fo lk lore  t radit ions  and
memories  of  long-establ ished communit ies.  The  Ambassadors  Fund
suppor ted a  projec t  there  to  document  those  t radit ions  and assoc i-
ated ar t i fac ts  and make them widely  access ib le  even beyond the
affec ted communit ies.  In  Malays ia ,  the  re juvenat ion of  a  d ist inc t ive
per forming ar t  with  help  f rom the  Ambassadors  Fund is  re inforc ing
the values  of  a  mult icultural  soc iety.

Bangsawan,  a  Malay form of  opera,  traces  i ts  roots  to  a  popular
l ate  19 th- centu r y  fo rm  o f  enter ta inment  o r ig inat ing  in  Ind ia .
Brought to  Malays ia  by  Indian Musl im immigrants  in  the  late  1800s
and or ig inal ly  per formed in  Hindi ,  Bangsawan quick ly  took  hold  in
Malays ia .  Over  t ime,  Bangsawan evolved into  a  uniquely  Malays ian
ar t  form,  per formed in  the  Malay  language.  

Bangsawan incorporates  e lements  of  the  major  cultural  groups
of  modern-day  Malays ia—Malay,  Indian,  and Chinese—and also
mixes  Indian,  Western,  Lat in  American,  and indigenous  Malay  musi-
cal  instruments.  The  music,  s inging sty les,  and stor y  l ines  reveal
strong Western  and As ian inf luences.

Bangsawan opera  decl ined with  the  arr ival  of  mot ion p ic tures
in  Malaysia.  Compared with f i lms,  stage per formances  appeared dul l
and old-fashioned,  and many Bangsawan per formers  and music ians
lef t  for  work  in  the  movies.  The  ar t  of  Bangsawan and i ts  s tor ies,
music,  songs,  and dances  began to  fade  f rom memory.  Many of  the
past  Bangsawan stars  have  d ied,  and those  who sur v ive  are  aging.

In 2007, the Ambassadors Fund suppor ted effor ts to document
the  p rac t i ce  o f  Bangsawan  and  rees tab l i sh  i t  a s  an  authent i c
Malays ian  ar t  form and a  foundat ion of  modern Malays ian  culture.

12

Preser vat ion o f  Bangsawan,  a  tradi t ional  Malay  per forming ar t   Photograph by Adr ian Cheah

Forms of Traditional Cultural Expression

Music 50%
Languages 17%Tradit ional  Knowledge 33%
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Co n g o
(Democ r a t i c  Repub l i c  o f )

Do c umen t a t i o n  a nd  P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f

t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Mu s eums  o f  t h e  C o ngo

$30,100 To suppor t  a  comprehensive inventor y  and

the preser vat ion of  the inst i tute’s  ex tensive warehoused col lec-
t ion of  f ragi le  20th- centur y  photographs,  negat ives,  and mis-
s ion f ie ld  notes.  C iv i l  war  has  made display  of  th is  co l lec t ion
di f f icult,  and a  basel ine  inventor y  i s  urgent ly  needed to  ensure
their  preser vat ion and protec t ion.

E t h i o p i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  Mohammad  A l i  H o u s e ,  

a n  E a r l y  2 0 t h - C e n t u r y  Mu s l im  R e s i d e n c e

$25,000 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion of  an  impor-
tant early 20th-century Muslim house in Addis Ababa. The house,
which  combines  Indian,  Harar i ,  and Armenian des ign detai ls,
requires  urgent  repairs  to  offset  years  of  weather- induced dete-
r iorat ion of  the t imber frame and waddle building.  The structure
wi l l  be  used as  a  t ra in ing center  and tour ist  s i te.

G a m b i a
Do c umen t a t i o n  o f  1 9 t h -  a n d  E a r l y  2 0 t h - C e n t u r y  

B u i l d i n g s  i n  B an j u l

$26,130 To suppor t  the  inventor y  of  h istor ic  bui ld-
ings  and neighborhoods  in  the  capita l  c i ty  of  Banjul  and iden-
t i fy  an  area  for  potent ia l  des ignat ion as  an  histor ic  d ist r ic t.  A
col laborat ive  ef for t  involv ing local  and overseas  inst i tut ions,
the  inventor y  projec t  focuses  on an area  of  the  c i ty  that  dates
from i ts  establ ishment  in  the  ear ly  19th  centur y.

G h a n a
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 t h - C e n t u r y  

G o t h i c  H ou s e

$50,000 To suppor t  the  restorat ion of  an  impor-
tant  ear ly  19th- centur y  res idence  and s lave  dungeons  bui l t  by
a  s lave  t rader.  Located near  Cape Coast  Cast le,  a  World  Her i tage
Site,  the  house  i s  a  b lend of  Gothic  rev ival  and indigenous
Afr ican des ign and a  reminder  of  the  sordid  h istor y  of  the
Transatlantic Slave Trade. It  will  be a community center,  museum,
and research  l ibrar y.

“HERITAGE PRESERVATION PROJECTS ALLOW US TO WORK CLOSELY WITH

ZIMBABWEAN ORGANIZATIONS,  AND TO AFFIRM OUR RESPECT FOR ZIMBABWE’S

CULTURES AS WE JOINTLY IDENTIFY SITES ,  OBJECTS AND FORMS OF TRADITIONAL

EXPRESSION IN CRITICAL NEED OF PRESERVATION.”

J AMES  MCGEE ,  U . S .  AMBASSADOR  TO  Z IMBABWE

A f r i c a� �
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Preser vat ion o f  the  co l lec t ions  at  the  Henrie t te  Bathi ly  Women’s  Museum on Gorée  I s land  U.S.  Embassy  Dakar,  Senegal
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Preser vat ion o f  the  cul tural  heri tage  o f  the  Lake Turkana Region
in Nor thern Kenya,  which involves  documentat ion o f  endangered

languages  and ceremonies  o f  the  Turkana populat ion and 
the  preser vat ion o f  the  his tor ic  rock  ar t  s i te  at  Mar t i ,  

near  Loyangalani   National  Museums of  Kenya
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G u i n e a - B i s s a u
Rehab i l i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  

R e s e a r c h  a nd  S t u d i e s

$28,550 To suppor t  the rehabil itation of  the National
Inst i tute’s  main  bui ld ing and protec t  i ts  contents  against  envi-
ronmental  hazards  and insec t  infestat ion.  Heavi ly  damaged
dur ing the  1998–1999 c iv i l  war,  the  inst i tute  i s  home to  the
nat ional  archives,  which  preser ves  major  documents  re lated to
the  histor y  of  Guinea-Bissau f rom before  independence.

K e n y a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  L a ke

Tu r k ana  R e g i o n  i n  No r t h e r n  K e nya

$26,472 To suppor t  a  broad-based cultural  preser-
vat ion ef for t  centered on the  h istor ic  rock  ar t  s i te  at  Mar t i  near
Loyangalani .  This  area  of  nor thern  Kenya i s  endowed with  a
r i ch  natu ra l  and  cu l tu ra l  he r i t age.  The  documentat ion  o f
endangered languages  and ceremonies  in  the  area  and s i te
management  capac i ty-bui ld ing for  the  local  populat ion  are
essent ia l  for  the  area’s  v iabi l i t y  as  a  cultural  her i tage tour ism
dest inat ion.

M a d a g a s c a r
Rehab i l i t a t i o n  a nd  D o c umen t a t i o n  o f  a n  H i s t o r i c  1 9 t h -

C e n t u r y  M a r ke t  Pav i l i o n  i n  t h e  O l d  C i t y  o f  F i a n a r a n t s o a

$9,101 To suppor t  the  rehabi l i tat ion  of  one of  three
19th-century pavil ions at Antsenakely market in the old city.  The
projec t  involves  a  documentat ion and interpretat ion component
to  ra ise  interest  in  the  preser vat ion of  cultural  her i tage and
encourage histor ica l  accuracy  in  future  rehabi l i tat ion  projec ts.

M o z a m b i q u e
Do c umen t a t i o n  o f  t h e  E t hnog r a ph i c  C o l l e c t i o n  a t  

t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  Mu s eum

$17,100 To suppor t  the  documentat ion of  an  ex ten-
s ive  and highly  valuable  ethnographic  col lec t ion  of  musical
instruments,  sculptures,  and other  d ist inc t  objec ts  f rom the
19th and 20th centur ies.  Colonial-era  documentat ion for  these
ar t i fac ts  has disappeared,  and the  museum must  re - inventor y
and photograph them to  ensure  thei r  cont inued preser vat ion
and protec t ion.

Documentat ion o f  the  e thnographic  co l lec t ion
at  the  Natural  His tor y  Museum  

U.S.  Embassy  Maputo,  Mozambique

Preser vat ion o f  I s lamic  manuscript s  at  the
National  Archives  and other  Nigerian

reposi tor ies ,  wi th  the  manuscript s  be fore
and a f ter  inter vent ion,  and with  local
trainees  per forming conservat ion work  

U.S.  Embassy  Abuja,  Niger ia
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Ta n z a n i a
Con s e r va t i o n  o f  K a o l e  R u i n s  n e a r  B a g amoyo  Town

$20,850 To suppor t  the  conser vat ion of  the  ru ins  of
two mosques  that  date  af ter  the  arr ival  of  Pers ian  sett lers  in
Kaole  in  the  late  13th  centur y  and to  update  and repr int  the
guidebook to  these  s i tes.  Par ts  of  a  complex  that  inc ludes  sever-
al  tombs and a  house,  the  two mosques  are  revered local  land-
marks.  Conser vat ion work  wi l l  ensure  thei r  preser vat ion and
ex tend their  va lue  as  cultural  her i tage attrac t ions.

Z i m b a b w e
P r e s e r va t i o n  a nd  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e

Na t i o n a l  Mu s eums  a nd  Monumen t s  o f  Z imbabwe

$36,690 To  suppor t  the  ident i f i c at ion  o f  the
Nat ional  Museums and Monuments  of  Z imbabwe’s  most  vulnera-
ble  col lec t ions  and the  implementat ion of  s i te  and col lec t ions
secur i ty  measures  and equipment  at  Great  Z imbabwe Monument
and other  s i tes.  Local  museum profess ionals  have  d i l igent ly
sh ie lded  va luab le  ob jec t s  and  co l l e c t ions  f rom the f t  and
destruc t ion,  but  they  need ass istance  to  keep them safe.

2120

N i g e r i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  I s l am i c  M anu s c r i p t s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l

A r c h i ve s  a n d  O t h e r  N i g e r i a n  R e po s i t o r i e s

$24,000 To suppor t  a  workshop on modern conser-
vat ion methods  for  Is lamic  manuscr ipts  and other  f ragi le  docu-
ments  f rom the  9th  centur y  to  the  present.  The  conference  i s
par t  of  a  larger  ef for t  to  establ ish  a  d ig i ta l  laborator y  and
develop local  exper t ise  in  manuscr ipt  conser vat ion.

S e n e g a l
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n s  a t  t h e  

Hen r i e t t e  B a t h i l y  Women ’s  Mu s eum  o n  G o r é e  I s l a n d

$28,500 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion and protec t ion
of  rare  h istor ic  photographs,  works  of  ar t,  and tex t i les  re lat ing
to  the  h istor y  of  women in  Senegal.  The  museum is  the  only
inst i tut ion dedicated to  the  legacy  of  Senegalese  women,  and
its  co l lec t ion  i s  h ighly  suscept ible  to  insec t  infestat ion and
other  environmental  hazards.

Preser vat ion and protec t ion o f  the  co l lec t ions  o f  the  National  Museums and Monuments  o f  Zimbabwe  U.S.  Embassy  Harare,  Z imbabwe
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B e l i z e
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  S e r p on  H i s t o r i c a l  Pa r k ,  

t h e  S i t e  o f  a  1 9 t h - C e n t u r y  S u g a r  M i l l

$55,000 To suppor t  the  development  of  an  archaeo-
logical  and histor ica l  park  on the  s i te  of  a  unique 19th- centur y
sugar  mi l l .  Establ ished by  U.S .  Confederate  sold iers  who sought
oppor tunit ies  and for tune af ter  the  U.S .  C iv i l  War,  the  sugar  mi l l
s i te  inc ludes  a  19th- centur y  Tredegar  (R ichmond,  VA)  steam
locomotive,  one of  only  two known to  be  in  ex istence  today.  The
projec t  involves  s i te  c learance,  the  establ ishment  of  t ra i l s,  and
the conser vat ion and display  of  the  mi l l  ru ins  and locomotive.

B o l i v i a
Do c umen t a t i o n  o f  C u l t u r a l  O b j e c t s  f r om  t h e  C o l o n i a l

Pe r i o d  a nd  A f t e r  i n  E a s t e r n  B o l i v i a

$21,051 To suppor t  a  nat ionwide ef for t  to  photograph
and catalog an estimated 2,500 objects  of  the colonial  and repub-
l ican per iods  representat ive  of  Bol iv ia’s  cultural  her i tage.  Each
year,  looters  and thieves  remove a  s ignif icant  number  of  cultural
objec ts  f rom Bol iv ia .  This  projec t,  which  focuses  on 23  s i tes  in
the  depar tments  of  Pando,  Beni ,  and Santa  Cruz,  involves  the
ident i f icat ion,  inspec t ion,  and documentat ion of  objec ts,  some
from World  Her i tage S i tes,  in  an  ef for t  to  d isrupt  and discourage
i l legal  t raf f icking.

B r a z i l
Do c umen t a t i o n  o f  I n d i g enou s  L a nguage s  a nd  

C u l t u r e  o f  t h e  Ama zon

$29,967 To suppor t  the documentation of  indigenous
languages  for  preser vat ion purposes  and redistr ibut ion back  to
the originating communities.  Time is  running out for many indige-
nous languages  in  the  Braz i l ian  Amazon,  and the  Ka’apor,  Paresi ,
Nambikwara ,  Suru i  and  Gav iä  o f  Rondonia ,  and  D jeoromitx i
t r ibes  among others  have  a l ready requested ass istance  in  docu-
menting their  languages.  The  projec t  involves  intens ive  interac-
t ion  with  the  communit ies  in  ident i fy ing key  aspec ts  of  thei r
languages  and culture,  recording those  aspec ts,  and making
them avai lable  on compac t  d iscs  and at  Emi l io  Goeldi  Museum,
the o ldest  sc ient i f i c  inst i tute  in  the  Amazon.

G u a t e m a l a
Con s e r va t i o n  o f  A r t i f a c t s  f r om  t h e  P r e c l a s s i c  a n d  

C l a s s i c  M aya  S i t e  o f  E l  Pe r ú -Wak a ’

$34,619 To suppor t  the  documentat ion,  conser vat ion,
and analys is  of  ar t i fac ts  f rom an impor tant  Maya s i te  within
Laguna del  Tigre  Nat ional  Park  in  the  nor thern  Petén.  Occupied
between 300 BC and 900 AD,  El  Perú-Waka’ i s  wel l  known for  i ts
col lec t ion  of  car ved stone monuments  and dense  urban center  of
pyramids,  palaces,  plazas,  and el i te  houses.  This  projec t  includes
post-f ie ld  cataloging and label ing of  ar t i fac ts,  conser vat ion of
recovered vessel  f ragments,  and the  preparat ion of  samples  for
laborator y  test ing and radiocarbon dat ing.

“SINCE THE CREATION OF THE PROGRAM WE HAVE WORKED EVERY YEAR WITH PERU. . .

WE HAVE SUPPORTED THE STRENGTHENING OF REGIONAL MUSEUMS ,  WHICH ARE RESOURCE POOR

BUT HOLD ENORMOUS CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL TREASURES .”

P.  M I CHAE L  MCK IN L E Y,  U . S .  AMBASSADOR  TO  P E RU

T h e A m e r i c a s� �

Conservat ion o f  ar t i fac t s  f rom the  Prec lass ic  and Class ic  Maya s i te  o f  El  Perú-Waka´ U.S.  Embassy  Guatemala  Ci ty,  Guatemala
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Preser vat ion o f  Serpon His tor ical  Park,  the  s i te  o f  a  19th -centur y  sugar  mil l ,  showing the  progress ion o f  conservat ion on the  mil l ,
boi lers ,  and brick  works   U.S.  Embassy  Belmopan,  Bel ize
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H a i t i
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 8 t h - C e n t u r y  P r i s o n  o f  J a cme l  f o r  

U s e  a s  a  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  a n d  Mu s eum

$49,118 To suppor t  the  rehabi l i tat ion  of  an  impor tant
18th- centur y  pr ison for  use  as  a  cultural  center  and museum.
Although the  foundat ion remains  intac t,  other  areas  of  the  com-
plex  are  h ighly  suscept ible  to  environmental  deter iorat ion that,
i f  le f t  unaddressed,  wi l l  render  th is  impor tant  landmark  unsal-
vageable.  The projec t  involves  the removal  of  debris  and invasive
plants  f rom the s i te,  new coats  of  plaster  and paint  for  the ex te-
r ior  and inter ior  wal ls,  and the instal lat ion of  a  drainage system.

H o n d u r a s
Do c umen t a t i o n  a nd  P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a n d  

H i s t o r i c a l  S i t e s  A l o ng  t h e  No r t h  C o a s t  a n d  

S u l a  Va l l e y  o f  H ondu r a s

$30,000 To suppor t  the  development  of  a  cultural
c i rcuit  compris ing the  Late  and Terminal  C lass ic  Per iod  (500–
1050 AD)  s i te  of  Cerro  Palenque and 12  other  pre -Columbian
archaeological  s i tes.  This  projec t,  which  inc ludes  interpret ive
mater ia ls  and s ignage,  marks  the  beginning of  a  long-term cul-
tural  tourism effor t  to develop management regulations,  increase
public  awareness,  establ ish a conservation training program, and
stabil ize and conserve each archaeological  s ite  along the circuit.

N i c a r a g u a
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i d - 1 8 t h - C e n t u r y  C h u r c h  o f  

M a r i a  M agda l e n a  i n  To t o g a l p a

$23,451 To suppor t  the restorat ion of  an 18th-centur y
colonia l  church,  the  o ldest  sur v iv ing church  in  the  depar tment
of  Madr iz  and the  second oldest  in  Nicaragua.  The  church  i s  an
impor tant  source  of  pr ide  for  the  community,  which  a lso  uses
the  bui ld ing as  a  cultural  and educat ional  center.  The  projec t
involves  the  restorat ion of  the  façade,  church  inter ior,  and the
late  19th- centur y  br ick  bel l  tower.

P e r u
Phy s i c a l  S e c u r i t y  T r a i n i n g  a nd  P r o t e c t i o n  o f

C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  S i t e s  i n  Pe r u

$14,182 To suppor t  a  phys ica l  secur i ty  seminar  and
f ie ld  work  to  evaluate  and prepare  safety  p lans  for  cultural  
her i tage s i tes  in  Peru.  The  countr y ’s  r i ch  and diverse  cultural
her i tage i s  prey  for  looters  who pi l lage  Peru’s  pre-Hispanic and
Colonia l  per iod  s i tes  and se l l  ar t i fac ts  on  the  internat ional  i l l i c-
i t  market.  This  projec t  provides  technical  suppor t  and t ra in ing
in  museum and s i te  secur i ty  to  28  cultural  her i tage profess ion-
als  f rom di f ferent  Peruvian inst i tut ions  batt l ing  this  c r ime.

P e r u
P r e s e r va t i o n  a nd  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  H u amanga ' s  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s

$30,000 To suppor t  the cataloging,  preser vat ion,  and
secure  storage of  the  univers i ty ’s  archaeological  and histor ica l
col lec t ions,  inc luding more  than 900 high qual i ty  prehistor ic
and histor ic  ceramic,  s tone,  wood,  bone,  and metal  objec ts
excavated f rom more  than 100 s i tes  in  Ayacucho.  Located in  one
of  the  poorest  par ts  of  Peru  and one of  the  hardest  h i t  dur ing
the guerr i l la  war fare  of  the  1980s,  Ayacucho is  making a  con-
cer ted  ef for t  to  conser ve  i t s  cu l tura l  her i tage  and promote
tour ism.  This  projec t  involves  cataloging,  prevent ive  conser va-
t ion,  and conser vat ion t reatment  components.

Documentat ion and preser vat ion o f  archaeological  and his tor ical
s i tes  a long the  Nor th  Coast  and Sula Val ley  o f  Honduras   

U.S.  Embassy  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras
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Preser vat ion and protec t ion o f  the  National  Univers i ty  o f  Huamanga’s
archaeological  and his tor ical  co l lec t ions   U.S.  Embassy  L ima,  Peru
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“U.S.  SUPPORT WILL MEAN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE [NATIONAL] COLLECT ION

CONTINUING TO LANGUISH IN ITS CURRENT LOCATION OR THE

BEGINNING OF ENSURING ITS SURVIVAL .”

U . S .  E M B A S S Y  T O  T I M O R - L E S T E

E a s t  A s i a a n d P a c i f i c� �
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C a m b o d i a
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  L a t e  6 t h - C e n t u r y  

P r a s a t  H an  C h e y  Temp l e

$44,301 To suppor t  the  on-going restorat ion of  an
impor tant  late  6th- centur y  temple  complex.  The  removal  of
t rees  and t ree  roots  f rom the  temple  revealed s igni f icant  defor-
mation of  the  temple  foundat ions.  This  projec t  involves  ex ten-
s ive  documentat ion of  ex ist ing condit ions,  the  conser vat ion and
real ignment  of  the  foundat ions,  and  a  community  outreach
campaign highl ight ing the  impor tance  of  the  temple  and i ts
cont inued preser vat ion.

F i j i
Do c umen t a t i o n  a nd  P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  

E a r l y  H uman  S e t t l emen t  i n  F i j i

$29,000 To suppor t  on-going work  at  the  recent ly
uncovered s i te  of  a  Lapita  sett lement  at  Bourewa dat ing f rom
approximately  1100 to  550 B.C.  The  sett lement  s i te  at  Bourewa
is  under  threat  f rom r is ing  sea  levels  and proposed commerc ia l
development  in  the  area.  This  projec t  involves  the  process ing,
cataloging,  radiocarbon dat ing,  and preser vat ion of  ar t i fac ts
found at  the  s i te.

L a o s
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  

L a o  N a t i o n a l  Mu s eum  C o l l e c t i o n

$26,821 To suppor t  the  prevent ive  conser vat ion and
documentat ion  o f  the  co l l ec t ions  in  the  nat iona l  museum.
Establ ished in  2000,  the  museum lacks  secure  and appropr iate
conser vat ion and storage fac i l i t ies  to  care  for  i ts  co l lec t ions  of
ancient  and modern objec ts,  which  number  in  the  thousands
and represent  the  countr y ’s  prerevolut ionar y  h istor y.  This  proj-
ec t  involves  the  outf i t t ing  of  a  conser vat ion lab  and storage
rooms and the  introduc t ion of  museum procedures  that  are  in
l ine  with  internat ional  s tandards.

M a l a y s i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  B a ng s awan ,  

a  T r a d i t i o n a l  M a l ay  Pe r f o rm i ng  A r t

$7,047 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion of  Bangsawan,  a
dist inc t ive  Malay  per forming ar t  that  inc ludes  e lements  of  the
Malay,  Indian,  and Chinese  cultures,  the  three  major  cultural
groups  in  modern-day  Malays ia .  The  projec t  involves  the  docu-
mentat ion of  Bangsawan music,  dance,  s tor y l ines,  and set  and
costume des igns.

Documentat ion and preser vat ion o f  ear ly  human se t t lement  in  Fi j i   U.S.  Embassy  Suva,  Fi j i

Cult. preser)7-08(11-19)finalalt_Cultural preservation 2002 (7)  3/11/10  2:32 PM  Page 30



33

The 6th -centur y  Prasat  Han Chey
Temple  be fore ,  during,  and a f ter

res torat ion  
U.S.  Embassy  Phnom Penh,  Cambodia
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M i c r o n e s i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  M i c r o n e s i a n  Mu s i c  a n d  D an c e

$21,695 To suppor t  the  col lec t ion  and preser vat ion
of  20th- centur y  audiotapes  and v ideo recordings  of  chants  and
other  forms of  t radit ional  music  and dance.  Al though recordings
exist,  they  are  scattered and in  var ious  stages  of  deter iorat ion.
This  projec t  involves  the  col lec t ion  and convers ion of  these
mater ia ls  to  d ig i ta l  format  for  expanded access  and use.

M o n g o l i a
P r o t e c t i o n  o f  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  S i t e s  i n  

t h e  E nv i r o n s  o f  U l a a nba a t a r

$30,000 To suppor t  the  documentat ion and protec-
t ion  of  impor tant  h istor ic  monuments  and archaeological  s i tes
in  the  environs  of  Ulaanbaatar,  inc luding a  Neol i th ic  per iod  set-
t lement  and Mongol  graves  dat ing f rom the  12th  to  the  14th
centur y.  The  projec t  involves  a  cataloging component,  insta l la-
t ion  of  protec t ive  fenc ing around selec t  monuments,  and inter-
pret ive  s ignage.

P a p u a  N e w  G u i n e a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  Pa pua  New  Gu i n e a

$27,880 To suppor t  the  documentat ion of  the  col lec-
t ions  and cr i t ica l  renovat ions  necessar y  for  conser vat ion to  the
univers i ty ’s  archaeology  laborator ies  and storage and display
fac i l i t ies.  The  archaeology  col lec t ions,  which  inc lude a  var iety
of  c lay  pots,  car v ings,  s tone ar t i fac ts,  and human remains,  are
among the  most  ex tens ive  in  the  Pac i f ic  i s land states.  This  proj-
ec t  wi l l  ensure  thei r  cont inued preser vat ion and use  in  teaching
and research.

P h i l i p p i n e s
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  R i c e  Te r r a c e s  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e

Co r d i l l e r a s ,  a  Wo r l d  H e r i t a g e  S i t e

$36,250 To suppor t  on-going ef for ts  to  preser ve  the
2,000-year-old  Banaue R ice  Terraces  in  I fugao province.  The
endangered terraces,  inscr ibed on the  L ist  of  World  Her i tage in
Danger  in  2001,  are  under  threat  f rom neglec t,  eros ion,  and a
pest  spec ies  of  worms and snai ls.  The  projec t  involves  work-
shops  and the  development  of  a  manual  detai l ing  prac t ica l  and
affordable  conser vat ion measures.

T h a i l a n d
Con s e r va t i o n  o f  E a r l y  2 0 t h - C e n t u r y  Mu r a l  Pa i n t i n g s  i n  

t h e  No r t h e a s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  o f  M aha s a r a kham

$34,213 To help  ra ise  publ ic  awareness  of  unique
temple murals  in  two vi l lages  and train  local  res ident  volunteers
to  care  for  them.  The ear ly  20th- centur y  murals,  which  depic t
local  l i terar y  ta les  and stor ies  about  Buddha’s  l i fe  and other
topics,  are  h ighly  suscept ible  to  deter iorat ion f rom humidity
and exposure  to  sunl ight.  The  projec t  inc ludes  community  work-
shops  on the  conser vat ion and protec t ion of  the  murals.

T h a i l a n d
Do c umen t a t i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  B u i l d i n g s  o n  

No r t h e r n  C h a r o en  K r u ng  R o ad  i n  B angko k

$15,900 To suppor t  the  documentat ion of  h istor ic
bui ld ings  a long a  major  h istor ic  road in  the  hear t  of  Thai land’s
capita l  c i ty.  A  proposed subway expansion a long this  route  has
cast  doubt  on the  future  of  these  bui ld ings,  some of  which  date
to  the  1860s.  This  projec t  endeavors  to  ra ise  publ ic  awareness
and educate  pol i t ic ians  and urban planners  about  the  value  of
histor ic  preser vat ion in  economic  development.

Dr.  Lkhagvasuren ( far  le f t)  di scusses  Neol i thic  period 
se t t lement  f inds  and 12th -14th -centur y  grave  goods  wi th

embassy  s ta f f  and U.S.  Ambassador  Mark C.  Minton ( four th
from le f t)   U.S.  Embassy  Ulaanbaatar,  Mongol ia
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T i m o r - L e s t e
P r e ven t i ve  C o n s e r va t i o n  o f  O b j e c t s  i n  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  Mu s eum  C o l l e c t i o n

$11,400 To suppor t  the  inventor y,  cataloguing,  and
prevent i ve  conse r vat ion  o f  h i s to r i c  cu l tu ra l  ob jec t s  i n  the
nat ional  co l lec t ions,  which  were  ex tens ively  looted dur ing the
countr y ’s  independence  s t ruggle.  Cur rent  temporar y  s torage
fac i l i t ies  lack  adequate  humidity  and temperature  controls.  This
projec t  inc ludes  an  assessment  and the  ident i f i cat ion of  su i t-
able  fac i l i t ies  for  co l lec t ions  storage and conser vat ion work .

V i e t n a m
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  B uddha  S t a t u e s  i n  

t h e  Mu s eum  o f  V i e t n ame s e  H i s t o r y

$27,495 To examine and restore  18  lacquered and 
gi lded wooden Buddha statues  f rom the  17th,  18th  and 19th
centur ies  at  the  Museum of  Vietnamese Histor y  in  Ho Chi  Minh
City.  Damaged over  t ime by  termites,  vandal ism,  and exposure
to the elements, the statues date from a period of extensive pagoda
bui ld ing that  a ccompan ied  the  sp read  o f  Buddh i sm  ac ros s
Vietnam.  The  projec t  involves  the  profess ional  conser vat ion,  
re - lacquering,  and re -gi ld ing of  the  statues.

37

Restorat ion o f  Buddha s tatues  in  the  Museum o f  V ie tnamese  His tor y   U.S.  Embassy  Hanoi ,  Vietnam
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A l b a n i a
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  L l amba  Agu r i d h i  H ou s e ,  a n  

Impo r t a n t  1 9 t h - C e n t u r y  L a ndma r k  i n  t h e  

M anga l em  Ne i g hbo r h o od  o f  B e r a t

$32,174 To suppor t  the  restorat ion of  an  impor tant
19th- centur y  landmark  in  Berat  for  use  as  the  c i ty  museum.
Ear l ier  ef for ts  to  reuse  the  bui ld ing came to  a  halt  in  1969
shor t ly  af ter  the  restorat ion of  the  façade.  This  comprehensive
projec t,  which  involves  cr i t i ca l  restorat ion and repair  work  on
the wal ls,  façade,  roof,  doors,  and windows of  the  house,  wi l l
reverse  more  than 30  years  of  deter iorat ion and neglec t.

A z e r b a i j a n
Con s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  G a l a  V i l l a g e  Mo s qu e  

a nd  D e f e n s i ve  Towe r

$38,650 To  suppor t  the  conser vat ion  and  par t ia l
restorat ion of  a  17th-centur y  mosque and the remains  of  a  12th-
centur y  defens ive  tower  located  in  a  des ignated  h is tor i ca l -
ethnographical  preser ve.  The  two struc tures  require  immediate
repair  to  foresta l l  i r revers ib le  deter iorat ion caused by  exposure
to  the  e lements  and other  environmental  hazards.  The  projec t
inc ludes  a  research  component  in  suppor t  of  the  conser vat ion
and future  interpretat ion of  the  s i te.

B e l a r u s
Do c umen t a t i o n  o f  B e l a r u s i a n  Fo l k l o r i c  T r a d i t i o n s

$30,493 To suppor t  the  documentat ion of  fo lk lore  
t radit ions  and assoc iated ar t i fac ts  and memories,  and the  wide-
spread disseminat ion of  the  mater ia ls.  Rapid  urbanizat ion in
Belarus  threatens  the  cont inuity  of  these  regional  t radit ions.
This  projec t  involves  the  creat ion of  a  mult imedia  cultural  her-
i tage at las  for  preser v ing these  t radit ions  and as  a  resource  for
cultural  her i tage tour ism development.

B o s n i a  &  H e r z e g o v i n a
P r e s e r va t i o n  a nd  D o c umen t a t i o n  o f  S t .  M a r y ’s  C h u r c h

and  S t .  L u ke ’s  B e l l  Towe r  i n  J a j c e

$37,060 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion of  the  ru ins  of
the  former  St.  Mar y ’s  Church  and St.  Luke’s  Bel l  Tower,  which
date  f rom the  12th  and 13th  centur ies,  and the  complet ion and
publ icat ion of  archaeological  research  on the  s i te.  Used as  a
mosque f rom the  16th  centur y  to  1832,  the  s i te  i s  par t  of  an
ensemble  inc luded on the  countr y ’s  Tentat ive  L ist  of  s i tes  su i t-
able  for  inscr ipt ion on the  World  Her i tage L ist.  This  projec t
involves  a  s i te  conser vat ion component  and oppor tunit ies  for
students  of  archaeology,  architec ture,  and ar t  h istor y  to  apply
their  knowledge and acquire  new ski l l s.

“THE IMPORTANCE OF HUSSE IN PASHA MOSQUE IN PLJEVLJA AND OTHER CULTURAL S ITES GOES

ACROSS BORDERS AND IS S IGNIF ICANT FOR ALL MANKIND .”

R O D E R I C K  W .  M O O R E ,  U . S .  A M B A S S A D O R  T O  M O N T E N E G R O

E u r o p e a n d E u r a s i a� �

A 12th -centur y  manuscript  f rom the  co l lec t ion o f  the  Lviv  His tor y  Museum
U.S.  Embassy  Kyiv,  Ukraine
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Documentat ion and preser vat ion o f  Romani  cul tural  heri tage ,  a  pro jec t  which provided Romani  youth the  oppor tuni ty  to  learn 
photography and document  their  heri tage   U.S.  Embassy  Bucharest,  Romania
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K o s o v o
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 t h - C e n t u r y  M an s i o n  a nd  Home  o f  

t h e  G j a kova  E t hnog r a ph i c  Mu s eum

$60,554 To suppor t  the  restorat ion of  a  19th- centur y
mansion for  reuse  as  a  regional  ethnographic  museum.  Objec ts
once  d isplayed in  th is  rare  and deter iorat ing wooden bui ld ing
s i t  in  temporar y  storage,  where  they  are  inaccess ib le  to  the
publ ic.  This  projec t  involves  cr i t i ca l  repairs  to  the  roof,  restora-
t ion  of  decorat ive  ce i l ing  panels,  the  insta l lat ion  of  a  dra inage
system to  protec t  the  bui ld ing foundat ions,  and the  par t ia l
reconstruc t ion of  the  wal l  surrounding the  s i te.

M o n t e n e g r o
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S h ad r van  ( Fo un t a i n )  o f  t h e  

1 6 t h - C e n t u r y  Mo s qu e  i n  P l j e v l j a

$30,071 To suppor t  the  restorat ion of  a  fountain  at
the  16th- centur y  Hussein  Pasha Mosque.  Used for  r i tual  ablu-
t ions  before  prayer,  the  fountain  has  deter iorated over  t ime and
needs  a  new wooden oc tagonal  roof,  p ipes,  water-taps,  and
pavement.  Th i s  p ro je c t  complements  the  s tate - suppor ted
restorat ion of  the  mosque and minaret,  one  of  the  ta l lest  of  i ts
kind in  the  Balkans.

42

B o s n i a  &  H e r z e g o v i n a
P r e s e r va t i o n  a nd  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  1 8 t h - C e n t u r y  

S e r a n i c  H ou s e  i n  B an j a  L u k a

$33,597 To suppor t  the  restorat ion of  a  unique late
18th- centur y  house  with  covered baths.  Located in  an  area  wel l
known for  i ts  thermal  spr ings,  the  Seranic  house  i s  in  danger  of
col laps ing af ter  years  of  exposure  to  the  e lements  and neglec t.
The projec t  involves  cr i t i ca l  repairs  to  the  roof  and a  thorough
architec tural  assessment  and struc tural  invest igat ion that  wi l l
guide  future  preser vat ion t reatments.

G e o r g i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  7 t h -  a n d  8 t h - C e n t u r y  F r e s c o e s  

f r om  Te r t r i  U d abno  Mona s t e r y

$13,665 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion of  some of  the
ear l i e s t  examples  o f  Georg ian  mura l  pa int ing  o f  the  ea r l y
Christ ian period.  The frescoes,  which depic t  the Cross  in Mandorla
in  the  Garden of  Paradise,  a  scene common in  eastern  Chr ist ian
paint ing,  and The  Presentat ion  in  the  Temple,  came f rom a
recent ly  d i s covered  rock- cut  monaste r y,  where  e ros ion  and
exposure  to  the  e lements  hastened thei r  deter iorat ion.  This
projec t  involves  the consol idat ion of  the  f ragments  in  prepara-
t ion for  their  eventual  d isplay  in  the Georgian Nat ional  Museum.

Conservat ion o f  the  Gala V i l lage  Mosque and de fensive  tower   U.S.  Embassy  Baku,  Azerbai jan

Right: Restorat ion o f  the  shadrvan ( fountain) o f  the  16th -centur y  mosque in Pl jev l ja   U.S.  Embassy  Podgor ica,  Montenegro
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R o m a n i a
Do c umen t a t i o n  a nd  P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  

R oman i  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

$30,655 To suppor t  a  Romani  cultural  her itage aware-
ness and educat ion program for  Roma youth that  wi l l  provide
them with  the  tools  and ski l l s  necessar y  for  documenting and
shar ing Romani  t radit ions.  Roma are  more  of ten the  subjec ts  of
ethnographic  s tudies  than the  producers  of  those  studies.  This
projec t  involves  t ra in ing in  photographic  and audiovisual  docu-
mentat ion of  tangible  her i tage and l iv ing t radit ions.

R u s s i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  Vo r o n i n -Mekhov  Hou s e ,  

a  R a r e  S u r v i v i n g  1 8 t h - C e n t u r y  Wooden  Hou s e

$29,625 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion of  an  ear ly  18th-
centur y  wooden house,  one of  the  o ldest  wooden struc tures  st i l l
standing in  Russia.  Ex tensively  vandal ized and unprotec ted from
the e lements,  the  house  i s  in  danger  of  co l laps ing.  This  projec t
contr ibutes  in  a  meaningful  way to  Russ ia's  nascent  h istor ic
preser vat ion movement.

S e r b i a
Do c umen t a t i o n  a nd  P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  

R oman  Amph i t h e a t e r  a t  V im i n a c i um  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  S i t e

$31,255 To suppor t  the  documentat ion and evaluat ion
of  ex is t ing  condit ions  in  the  v ic in i ty  of  the  anc ient  Roman
amphitheater at  Viminacium Archaeological  Site in eastern Serbia.
This  former  Roman provincial  capital  c i ty,  establ ished in  the f i rst
centur y  A.D. ,  i s  except ional  for  i ts  large  number  of  excavated
graves and uncovered ar t i fac ts.  This  project  involves f ield work to
determine the  ex tent  of  the  amphitheater  and the  development
of  a  p lan for  the  future  preser vat ion and protec t ion of  the  s i te.

U k r a i n e
Con s e r va t i o n  o f  a  1 2 t h - C e n t u r y  M anu s c r i p t  a n d  I t s

Ma r g i n a l i a  i n  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Lv i v  H i s t o r y  Mu s eum

$28,300 To suppor t  ef for ts  to  conser ve,  d ig i t ize,  and
translate  the  Khr ystynopi lsky  Apostol,  a  h ighly  valued 12th-
centur y  parchment  manuscr ipt  and i ts  later  marginal ia  into
modern Ukrainian and make i t  avai lable  in  pr int  and e lec tronic
edit ions.  The  rapid  deter iorat ion of  the  manuscr ipt  threatens  to
obl i terate  a  unique source  of  information on Ukrainian culture.
This  projec t  involves  the widespread distr ibution of  the elec-
tronic edit ion  v ia  the  Web.

Documentat ion and preser vat ion o f  the  Roman amphitheater  at  V iminacium archaeological  s i te  U.S.  Embassy  Belgrade,  Serbia
Left : Restorat ion o f  St .  Mar y ’ s  Church and St .  Luke ’ s  Bel l  Tower  in  Ja jce   U.S.  Embassy  Sarajevo,  Bosnia  & Herzegovina
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A l g e r i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  1 3 t h -  a n d  1 4 t h - C e n t u r y  M anu s c r i p t s  

a t  Em i r  A b d e l k a d e r  U n i ve r s i t y

$28,845 To suppor t the adoption of  international stan-
dards of  manuscr ipt  preser vat ion in  Alger ia's  most  impor tant
center  of  Is lamic  learning.  The  univers i ty 's  holdings  inc lude
impor tant  13th-  and 14th- centur y  manuscr ipts,  and this  projec t
tra ins  personnel  and provides  equipment  for  d ig i t iz ing the  col-
lec t ion.  This  projec t  helps  lay  the  groundwork  for  the  eventual
establ ishment  of  a  nat ional  manuscr ipt  center.

E g y p t
Do c umen t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Mu s i c  o f  t h e  H ababda  a nd  

B a s h a r i y a  T r i b e s  i n  H a l aye b  a nd  S h a l a t i n

$16,050 To suppor t  the  documentat ion of  t radit ional
musical  per formances  in  a  rapidly  developing area  of  Egypt.  The
tr ibal  communit ies  in  th is  area  have  l i t t le  recorded histor y,  and
their  cultural  t radit ions  are  at  r i sk  of  vanishing.  Tradit ional
music  i s  par t icular ly  in  jeopardy  in  Egypt  where  i t  i s  of ten seen
as  a  tour ist  cur ios i ty  or  an  academic  subjec t.  This  projec t  t reats
tr ibal  music  as  integral  to  a  threatened way of  l i fe  and seeks  to
re invigorate  i t  as  an  express ive  form.

I r a q
P r e ven t i ve  C o n s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  I r a q  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a nd  A r c h i ve s

$50,000 To suppor t  the effor ts  of  the nat ional  l ibrar y
and archives  to  preser ve  i ts  co l lec t ions.  Armed conf l ic t  and lack
of  resources  have  lef t  the  l ibrar y  and archives  without  a  re l iable
source  of  e lec tr ica l  power  necessar y  for  manuscr ipt  conser va-
t ion work ,  research,  emai l  communicat ion,  and Web s i te  main-
tenance.  The  projec t  involves  the  purchase  of  a  generator  so
that  these  v i ta l  func t ions  and ser v ices  can cont inue.

J o r d a n
P r e s e r va t i o n  a nd  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  A n c i e n t  H a b i t a t i o n  

S i t e s  i n  t h e  D e c a po l i s  C i t y  o f  A b i l a

$32,200 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion and protec t ion
of  several  archaeological  s ites  dating from 4000 B.C.  to 1500 A.D.
in nor thwestern Jordan.  The s ites,  which are spread across  a  large
area,  are  suscept ible  to  deter iorat ion and damage caused by
foraging l ivestock ,  environmental  hazards,  vandal ism,  and theft.
The projec t  involves  the instal lat ion of  protec t ive  fencing around
the most  f ragi le  s i tes,  notably  the  Um al  Amad Church,  Roman
Bridge, and the Cross Church—one of very few cruciform churches
in the Middle East—and other preventive conservation measures.

47

“I  AM PROUD THAT THROUGH THE AMBASSADORS FUND WE CAN ENSURE THE PRESERVATION AND

PROMOTION OF S ITES OF HISTORICAL S IGNIF ICANCE TO LEBANON.”

J E F F R E Y  D .  F E L T M A N ,  U . S .  A M B A S S A D O R  T O  L E B A N O N

M i d d l e E a s t & No r t h A f r i c a� �

Preser vat ion and protec t ion o f  ancient  habi tat ion s i tes  in  the  Decapol i s  Ci ty  o f  Abi la  U.S.  Embassy  Amman,  Jordan
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Documentat ion o f  the  music  o f  the  Hababda and Bashariya tr ibes  in  Halayeb  and Shalat in U.S.  Embassy  Cai ro,  Egypt
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S y r i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  a nd  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

S i t e  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t  C i t y  o f  B u s r a

$31,529 To suppor t  preser vat ion and management
effor ts  at  the  archaeological  s i te  of  the  anc ient  c i ty  of  Busra.
Interpret ing Busra's  compl icated Roman,  Chr ist ian,  and Is lamic
h is tor y  to  a  mult i cu l tura l  audience  poses  s ign i f i cant  cha l -
lenges.  This  projec t  inc ludes  the  development  of  mult i l ingual
s ignage to  improve the  v is i tor  exper ience  in  th is  cultural ly  r i ch
yet  otherwise  underdeveloped area  of  Syr ia  and  to  enable
tour ism planners  to  incorporate  th is  World  Her i tage S i te  into
regional  tour  packages.

Ye m e n
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  M anu s c r i p t s  i n  

D a r  a l -M a kh t u t a t  L i b r a r y

$34,120 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion of  several  of
the  l ibrar y ’s  impor tant  manuscr ipts.  Formed 25 years  ago,  the
col lec t ion  i s  showing s igns  of  deter iorat ion due to  neglec t  and
poor  storage condit ions.  The  l ibrar y  staf f  recent ly  received con-
ser vat ion t ra in ing,  but  lack  of  funding has  prevented them
from implementing profess ional  conser vat ion standards  and
procedures.  The  projec t  addresses  the  most  vulnerable  manu-
scr ipts  in  the  col lec t ion.
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L e b a n o n
Re s t o r a t i o n  o f  R a s - N ahe l  K h a lwe t ,  a  1 7 t h - C e n t u r y  

Mu s l im  D r u z e  R e l i g i o u s  B u i l d i n g

$56,308 To support the rehabilitation of a 17th-century
Mus l im Druze  re l ig ious  bu i ld ing  in  the  Shouf  Mounta ins.  An
exce l l ent  example  o f  t rad i t i ona l  Lebanese  a rch i tec tu re ,  th i s
struc ture  ser ves  Druze  minor i ty  shaykhs  seeking refuge f rom the
outs ide  wor ld  to  contemplate  re l ig ious  i ssues.  The  bui ld ing i s
deter iorat ing rapidly,  with  one por t ion  near  col lapse.  The  projec t
involves  urgent  repairs  to  the  wal ls  and roof,  modern l ight ing,
and other  s i te  improvements.

Restorat ion o f  Ras -Nahel  Khalwet ,  a  17th -centur y  Musl im
Druze  re l ig ious  bui lding U.S.  Embassy  Bei rut,  Lebanon
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“UCH SHARIF AND ITS MAGNIF ICENT SHRINES ,  THOUGH RAVAGED BY T IME AND THE ELEMENTS ,  

ST ILL COMMAND REVERENCE NOT ONLY FROM PEOPLE L IV ING IN PAKISTAN,  BUT THE WORLD COMMU-

NITY AT LARGE.  WE HOPE THAT THE SUPPORT PROVIDED THROUGH THE AMBASSADORS FUND WILL

NOT ONLY INCREASE GLOBAL APPRECIAT ION OF PAKISTAN’S R ICH CULTURAL TREASURES ,  BUT ALSO

INSP IRE LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVOTION TO SAFEGUARDING THESE HISTORIC LANDMARKS .”

A N N E  W .  P A T T E R S O N ,  U . S .  A M B A S S A D O R  T O  P A K I S T A N

S o u t h & C e n t r a l A s i a� �

53

A f g h a n i s t a n
Con s e r va t i o n  o f  K h o j a  R o khband  C i s t e r n  

C omp l e x  i n  H e r a t

$50,000 To suppor t  the  conser vat ion of  an  impor-

tant  17th- centur y  complex  cons ist ing of  a  mosque,  a  shr ine,
and a  c is tern.  St i l l  used regular ly  by  the  local  populat ion,  the
c istern  complex  i s  at  great  r i sk  of  being lost  to  development  in
the  fast-growing neighborhood of  Bar  Durrani  in  the  o ld  c i ty  of
Herat.  Par t  of  a  larger  ef for t  to  preser ve  h istor ic  bui ld ings  in
the  o ld  c i ty,  th is  projec t  t ra ins  craf tsmen in  t radit ional  mason-
r y  construc t ion techniques  and ra ises  awareness  of  endangered
architec tural  her i tage.

I n d i a
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  1 8 t h - C e n t u r y  E s t a t e  o f  L a l g o l a

$64,553 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion of  an  archi-
tec tural ly  s igni f icant  18th- centur y  royal  estate.  The  projec t
focuses  on restor ing the  estate’s  two gates  and their  adjo ining
bui ld ings,  a  Hindu temple,  and a  guest  house,  a l l  o f  which  are
in  an  advanced state  of  decay  though st i l l  s t ruc tural ly  sound.  A
correc t ional  fac i l i t y  now occupies  the  s i te,  and the  projec t
t ra ins  se le c ted  inmates  to  become  mas te r  conse r vat ion
masons,  g iv ing them valuable  ski l l s  that  they  can apply  to  sup-
por t  themselves  upon re lease.

P a k i s t a n
Con s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  1 5 t h - C e n t u r y  S h r i n e  o f

H a z r a t  J a l a l - u d - D i n  B u kha r i  i n  U c h  S h a r i f

$50,035 To suppor t  the  conser vat ion of  a  600-
year-  o ld  shr ine  v is i ted  each year  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of
Suf i  worshippers.  The shr ine is  one of  few remaining of  i ts  type,
dist inc t ive  for  i ts  architec tural  features  and ancient  method of
construc t ion.  This  projec t  involves  the  replacement  of  inter ior
wooden beams and t i le  and masonr y  repairs—specia l ized work
requir ing ski l led  local  c raf tsmen and local  mater ia ls.

P a k i s t a n
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  A n c i e n t  Pa s h t o ,  A r a b i c ,  

a n d  Pe r s i a n  Manu s c r i p t s

$45,270 To suppor t  the  preser vat ion of  an  impor-
tant  col lec t ion  of  anc ient  manuscr ipts  dat ing f rom the  16th  to
the 19th century.  The col lec tion of  450,000 pages,  many of  them
il lustrated,  covers  a  broad range of  topics  and inc ludes  some of
the  o ldest  sur v iv ing manuscr ipts  wr i t ten in  Pashto.  The  col lec-
t ion  suf fers  f rom the  harsh  c l imate  and poor  storage condi-
t ions.  The  pro jec t  involves  the  s tabi l i zat ion,  scanning,  and
proper  storage of  the  or ig inal  manuscr ipts.

Conservat ion o f  the  15th -centur y  shrine  o f  Hazrat  Ja lal -ud -Din Bukhari  in  Uch Shari f ,  Pakis tan Photographs  by R ick  Ruth

Cult. preser)7-08(11-19)finalalt_Cultural preservation 2002 (7)  3/11/10  2:32 PM  Page 52



55

Conservat ion o f  Khoja Rokhband c i s tern complex  in  Herat
U.S.  Embassy  Kabul,  Afghanistan
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Ta j i k i s t a n
P r o t e c t i o n  a nd  R enova t i o n  o f  t h e  9 t h - C e n t u r y  

K h o j a  M a s h ad  Mad r a s s a  a nd  Mau s o l e um  i n  S h a r i t u s

$53,405 To suppor t  the  f inal  phase  of  restorat ion
work  at  an  impor tant  9th- centur y  madrassa  and mausoleum.
Many s ignif icant  histor ical  f igures  graduated from this  madrassa,
one of  the  o ldest  in  Centra l  As ia .  However,  the  madrassa  and
mausoleum have suf fered great ly  f rom water  damage,  and por-
t ions  of  these  architec tural ly  s igni f icant  bui ld ings  have  been
lost.  This  projec t  involves  the  restorat ion of  the  main  por ta l,  
corner  towers,  ornamental  panels,  and the  cupola  of  the  eastern
por t ion of  the  bui ld ing.

Tu r k m e n i s t a n
P r e s e r va t i o n  o f  t h e  B r o n ze  A g e  

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  S i t e  o f  G o nu r - D epe

$14,500 To cont inue preser vat ion work  begun under  
a  previous  Ambassadors  Fund award at  an  impor tant  Bronze  
Age  archaeolog ica l  s i te.  Par t  o f  the  Wor ld  Her i tage  S i te  o f
Ancient  Mer v,  th is  s i te  i s  of  supreme impor tance  in  understand-
ing the  anc ient  h istor y  of  Centra l  As ia .  Preser vat ion i s  urgent,
s ince  the  s i te  i s  large,  uncovered,  and highly  suscept ible  to
damage and deter iorat ion.  The  current  projec t  focuses  on the
rooms of  the  royal  res idence,  palace,  and temple  complex,  and
involves  prac t ica l  seminars  on  s i te  preser vat ion.

Tu r k m e n i s t a n
Con s e r va t i o n  o f  1 7 t h - ,  1 8 t h - ,  a n d  1 9 t h - C e n t u r y

Manu s c r i p t s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M anu s c r i p t s  I n s t i t u t e

$38,430 To suppor t  the  conser vat ion of  15  manu-
sc r ip t s  wr i t ten  be tween  the  17th  and  19th  centu r i e s .  Th i s  
e f for t,  which  bui lds  upon work  completed under  a  prev ious
Ambassador s  Fund  award,  fo cuses  on  the  conse r vat ion  o f  
se lec ted  manuscr ipts  wr i t ten  in  Arabic ,  Turkmen,  and  Fars i ,
descr ib ing  Turkmen histor y,  cu l ture,  re l ig ion,  and l i terature.
Bes ides  the  phys ica l  restorat ion of  these  documents,  the  projec t
prov ides  t ra in ing  fo r  s tudents  who  may  become the  future  
stewards  of  the  countr y ’s  cultural  her i tage.

Conservat ion o f  17th - ,  18th - ,  and 19th -centur y  manuscript s  in
the  National  Manuscript s  Ins t i tute  U.S.  Embassy  Ashgabat,  Turkmenistan
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Maya murals,  San Bartolo, Guatemala David Young, U.S. Embassy Guatemala City
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Front,  back,  and inside front  cover: Conservat ion 
o f  ear ly  20th -centur y  wal l  paint ings  in  the  
nor theas tern province  o f  Mahasarakham 

U.S.  Embassy  B angkok ,  Thai land
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